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Dr. Frank W. Hale, Jr. and 
Dean Alma York honored

“21st Century Hebrew Boys”
win national championship

OU and SAU committed... 
DEEP-ly!

Greetings and a warm welcome to our 
Oakwood Alumni and Friends
While we are always happy when you return home to Oakwood, we are especially pleased when you come home during 
our annual Alumni Homecoming Weekend.  Alumni weekend is a time for us to renew the richness of our relationships, 
reconnect with friends not seen in a hundred years, and  most important, to rekindle our commitment to Oakwood 
University, the mother that birthed and shaped us.

A host of big and small activities, initiatives and publications, such as this monthly President’s FYI newsletter, faithfully 
tell the story of Oakwood University.  To get into the OU information flow that now streams from Oakwood University, 
you can track our campus happenings and institutional progress through 
	 •	Our	daily	news	updates	on	our	international	website	www.oakwood.edu; or 
	 •	Our	new	electronic	newsletter	weekly	“OU? Oh, Yes!” or 
	 •	Our	monthly	President’s FYI; or 
	 •	Our	new	semi-annual	Oakwood Magazine.

If you wish, you can follow me on either www.facebook.com or www.twitter.com, and you can always check out our vari-
ous entries on our dedicated OU YouTube channel at http://www.youtube.com/oakwooduniversityhsv.

Since you have last visited, be assured that God continues to bless our Oakwood University in exceptional ways. 
In this month’s President’s FYI installment, I will highlight briefly just a few of God’s blessings on Oakwood 
University. 

Please enjoy the stories, read the hyperlinks, and share the pictures of the never ending story that we call Oakwood.

  
          Leslie Pollard, Ph.D., D.Min., MBA
          President, Oakwood University

President’sFYI
Greetings from the desk of

Dr. Leslie N. Pollard



mencement, OU will establish the Alma 
Foggo York Community Engagement 
Award, the recipients of which will have 
exemplified outstanding community engage-
ment and service to our homes, neighbor-
hoods, and cities. 

Men’s Basketball team 
wins, honored by City 

Without awarding any athletic scholarships, 
our	seventh-seeded	OU	men’s	Ambassadors	
basketball team won the 2012 USCAA na-
tional men’s college basketball championship, 
defeating	top-seeded	Rochester	College	of	
Michigan	54-51;	earlier	in	that	tournament,	
Andrews University also won its division’s 
men’s championship.  However, far greater 
and more long lasting than their champion-
ship trophies, will be their national witness.  
Oakwood University and Andrews University 
both notified tournament officials of their Sab-
bath convictions and refused to play between 
sundown Friday and sundown Saturday.  Their 
stance is published by 
www.blacknews.com/
news/oakwood_uni-
versity_mens_basket-
ball_team_champion-
ship101.shtml.		Read	
it and be inspired.  

Sam Betances/
Frank Hale Lecture 
Series kick-off 
On Tuesday, February 21, keynote 
speaker and diversity trainer/consultant 
Dr. Samuel Betances kicked off our 
first Dr. Frank Hale Chapel on Cul-
tural Competence.  The Hale Chapel, 
which will be held annually, every third 
Chapel during Black History Month, 
is designed to impart the knowledge, 
attitude, and skills needed for cul-
tural competence within our gradu-
ates. Check out http://www.oakwood.
edu/images/zfiles/OU-oh-yes/OU%20
Oh%20Yes%20Vol.%202%20No.%20
08%20-%2002.23.2012.pdf. 

Dean Alma Foggo 
York remembered, 
to be honored
On Thursday, February 9, former admin-
istrator Mrs. Alma Foggo York (pictured 
second from right) died of injuries from 
a car accident, here in Huntsville. Her 
legacy of service and community engage-
ment embraced not only Huntsville, 
but the global SDA church and secular 
communities, as captured in http://blog.
al.com/breaking/2012/02/huntsville_pe-
destrian_killed_w.html.  To honor her 
legacy	and	beginning	this	2012	Com-	

SACS visit 
March	26-28,	2012,	brought	10	peer-reviewers	to the 
Oakwood University campus to assess the quality of 
our Oakwood academic opera-
tion.  And here is a number that 
you	should	remember--98.9%.		
This number represents the 
percentage of the Southern As-
sociation of Colleges and Schools 
(SACS) core requirements, com-
prehensive standards, and fed-
eral stipulations that Oakwood 
passed with flying colors.  The 10 
academics from SACS engaged 
in	a	3	day,	peer-review	process	
that viewed the institution through 99 standards of 
evidence that investigated the quality of the institu-
tion.  During the Wednesday morning exit meeting, 
Dr.	John	Russell,	Chair	of	the	SACS	team,	indicated	
that Oakwood had only one recommendation!   
Although its final report is several weeks away, SACS 
site	visit	committee	chair	Dr.	Russell	summarized	
Oakwood’s presentation of its 250 page, February 10, 
2012	Focussed	Report	as	“nothing	short	of	inspi-
rational.”  He was referring to the significant turn-
around of the original report submitted on Septem-
ber 1, which came back on December 1, 2011, from 
SACS	containing	28	non-compliance	recommenda-
tions.  A significant  amount of work, conducted by 
a	special	“lock	in”	committee	of	January	11	and	12,	
2012,	reduced	the	28	non-compliances	to	one	rec-
ommendation.  Oakwood will quickly respond to the 
recommendation, submit that response to SACS and 
and also submit a response to a recommendation to 

our Quality Enhancement Plan which will address 
how to improve the critical thinking of our incoming 
freshman	of	2013.		After	we	submit	our	responses,	we	
will receive a final decision  from the SACS Board.  
Look for more information in the June President’s 
FYI newsletter.

The drowning death of freshman student Justin Hanna of Florence, SC, still grieves this Oakwood commu-
nity;	yet,	his	all-too-brief	legacy	here	at	Oakwood	is	not	only	cherished	campus-wide,	but	highlighted	in	this	
Huntsville Times’	Tuesday,	March	27,	front-page	story,	http://blog.al.com/breaking/2012/03/oakwood_univer-
sity_freshman_wh.html  

Are you receiving your free subscription to 
OU? Oh, Yes!, http://www.oakwood.edu/
news/ou-oh-yes	?	Keep	up	with	the	latest	
weekly activities and stories from the campus, 
delivered	to	your	e-mailbox	each	week.	
Send your email address to: pr@oakwood.edu.{Mayor reading proclamation, 

declaring March 29, “Hunts-
ville’s National Men’s College 
Basketball Champions at 
Oakwood University Day.



Both Oakwood and Southern Adventist Universities 
remain	committed	DEEP-ly	to	diversity	and	inclusion,	
as featured in the March cover story 
of the Southern Tidings, 
http://www.southernunion.com/site/1/
docs/Tidings/2012/Mar12.pdf#page=4  

Oakwood’s milestone ISO certification is featured 
http://www.blacknews.com/news/oakwood_university_
iso_9001_certification101.shtml. 

Dean Linda Anderson shares her 
spiritual journey with the world in a 
special Huntsville Times feature piece.  
Dean Anderson is mother, counsel-
lor, adviser, confidant, and friend to 
hundreds of our Oakwood University 
women living in Carter Hall.  Linda 
joined us in the summer of 2011.  
Read	The Huntsville Times’	“Spiritual	
Journey” of Carter Hall’s Linda An-
derson, http://www.al.com/living/
index.ssf/2012/03/trusting_god_de-
spite_losses_sp.html.


